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Arthur H. Bremer, con- 
victed yesterday by a Mary- 
land jury of shooting Ala- 
bama Gov. George C. Wal- 
lace and three other per- 
sons, still faces federal 
charges growing out of the 
same incidents. But federal 
prosecutors have not de- 
cided yet whether they will 
bring Bremer to trial. 

“The question is if he 
were convicted on the fed- 
eral charges, whether we 
would be adding anything or 
not,” Assistant U.S. Attor- 
ney James Kramon said yes- • 
terday. George Beall, the 
U.S attorney for Maryland 
and the chief federal prose- 
cutor in the states,' was out 
of town and not available 
for comment. 

Kramon said that Beall 
was awaiting the outcome of 
Bremer’s trial in the Prince 
George’s County Circuit 
Court before deciding 
whether to proceed with the 
federal trial. After Bremer’s 
conviction and sentencing to 
63 years in prison in the 
state trial, Kramon said the 
matter would be discussed 
when Beall returns next 
week. 

Bremer is charged with 
four federal crimes, each 
carrying a maximum pen- 
alty of 10 years, for a total 
maximum sentence of 40 



years. If tried and convicted 
on all four counts, the fed- 
eral judge sentencing Bre- 
mer could make his federal 
prison term run concur- 
rently with the state sent- 
ence; or the judge could 
give Bremer a consecutive 
federal sentence to be 
served after the state sent- 
ence was completed. 

The four federal crimes 
with which Bremer is 
chatged are: 

• Violating the civil rights 
of a presidential candidate 
by “intimidating, interfering 
with and causing bodily 
harm to” Wallace, who was 
then running in the Mary- 
land Democratic primary. 
This charge is the irst 
brought under the 1968 Civil 
Eights Act, passed after the 
Eev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was assissinated in Memphis 
in April, 1968. 

• “Forcibly assaulting” Se- 
cret Service Agent Nicholas 
J. Zarvos, who was assigned 
to protect Wallace- and who 
was “engaged in his official 
shooting. Zarvos was 
duties” at the time of the 
wounded at the campaign 

■ rally with Wallace. 

• Illegally transporting a 
firearm in interstate com- 
merce. 

• Using the firearm to 
shoot Wallace. 

Before the state sentence 
was announced, Kramon 



said that one consideration 
for the federal prosecutors 
would be whether- there 
would be any point in prose- 
cuting Bremer if his state 
sentence was so long that he 
either would never get out 
of prison or be an old man 
when finally released. Bre- 
mer could have received a 
maximum sentence of 123 
years on the state’s charges. 

After the sentencing, Kra- 
mon said that the 63-year pe- 
riod “isn’t very compelling 
one way or the other” as far 
as deciding whether to 
prosecute Bremer on federal 
charges. 

Bremer’s constitutional 
right under the Fifth 
Amendment guarantee 
against double jeopardy 
would not be infringed by a 
federal trial. The Supreme 
Court has ruled that where 
the same act is an offense 
against both stat$ and fed- 
eral law, its prosecution and 
punishment by both is not 
double jeopardy. 

Kramon said that Beall 
, will return Tuesday. “We’ll 
have to sit down and discuss 
whether there are still any 
interests to be served by a 
federal prosecution,” he 
- said. Asked what those in- 
terests might be, Kramon 
said that that question 
would be one of the topics 
for discussion. 



